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Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC 
 

For decades, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC has represented individuals, small 
businesses, institutional investors, and employees in many of the major class action cases litigated in 
the United States for violations of the antitrust, securities, consumer protection, civil 
rights/discrimination, environmental, ERISA and human rights laws. Cohen Milstein is also at the 
forefront of numerous innovative legal actions that are expanding the quality and availability of legal 
recourse for aggrieved individuals and businesses both domestic and international.  Over its history, 
Cohen Milstein has obtained many landmark judgments and settlements for individuals and businesses 
in the United States and abroad.  The firm’s most significant past and present cases include: 

 
y In re Vitamins Antitrust Litigation, MDL No. 1285 (D.D.C.).  Cohen Milstein 

served as co-lead counsel for two certified classes of businesses that directly purchased bulk 
vitamins and were overcharged as a result of a ten year global price-fixing and market 
allocation conspiracy.  Chief Judge Hogan approved four major settlements between certain 
vitamin defendants and Class Plaintiffs, including a landmark partial settlement of $1.1 billion.  
In a later trial before Chief Judge Hogan concerning four Class Plaintiffs’ remaining unsettled 
claims, a federal jury in Washington unanimously found Japan’s second largest trading 
company, Mitsui & Co., Ltd., its wholly-owned U.S. subsidiary Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc., 
DuCoa, LP, a drug manufacturer based in Highland, Illinois, and DuCoa’s general partner, 
DCV, Inc., liable for participating in the conspiracy and ordered them to pay $49,539,234, 
which was trebled to $148,617,702 under the federal antitrust laws.  The case was subsequently 
settled against those defendants. 

y Keepseagle v. Vilsack, Civil Action No. 1:99CV03119 (D.D.C.).  A class of Native 
American farmers and ranchers alleged that they were systematically denied the same 
opportunities to obtain farm loans and loan servicing that had been routinely afforded white 
farmers by the USDA.  A class was certified in 2001 by Judge Emmet Sullivan, District Judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, and the D.C. Circuit declined USDA’s 
request to review that decision.  On October 19, 2010, the parties reached a historic settlement, 
with the USDA agreeing to pay $680 million in damages to thousands of Native American 
farmers and ranchers and forgive up to $80 million worth of outstanding farm loan debt.  The 
settlement was approved this year.  

y In re Parmalat Securities Litigation, No. 04 MD 1653 (S.D.N.Y.). In this securities 
litigation case, Cohen Milstein successfully negotiated two partial settlements totaling 
approximately $90 million.  At the second partial settlement hearing, Judge Lewis A. Kaplan 
remarked that plaintiffs counsel “did a wonderful job here for the class and were in all respects 
totally professional and totally prepared.  I wish I had counsel this good in front of me in every 
case.”  Our clients, four large European institutional investors, were appointed as co-lead 
plaintiffs and we were appointed as co-lead counsel.  Most notably, this case allowed us the 
opportunity to demonstrate our expertise in dealing with bankrupt defendants and their 
successors.  During the litigation, the defendant company emerged from bankruptcy and we 
added “New Parmalat” as a defendant because of the egregious fraud committed by the now-
bankrupt original Parmalat.  New Parmalat strenuously objected and Judge Kaplan of the 
Southern District of New York ruled in the class plaintiffs’ favor, a ruling which was affirmed 
on appeal.  This innovative approach of adding New Parmalat enabled the class to obtain an 
important additional source of compensation, as we subsequently settled with New Parmalat. 
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y Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., No. C-01-2252 (N.D. Cal.).  Cohen Milstein is one 
of the co-lead counsel in this discrimination case.  In June 2004, U.S. District Court Judge 
Martin Jenkins ruled that six current and former Wal-Mart employees from California could 
represent all female employees of Wal-Mart who worked at its U.S. stores anytime after 
December 26, 1998 in a nationwide sex discrimination class action lawsuit.  Plaintiffs were 
successful in two rounds of appeals in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and our partner, 
Joseph Sellers, argued the case in the United States Supreme Court, where this string of 
decisions was reversed.  The plaintiffs charge that Wal-Mart discriminates against its female 
retail employees in pay and promotions; in total, the original class included more than 1.5 
million current and former female employees of Wal-Mart retail stores in America, including 
Wal-Mart discount stores, super centers, neighborhood stores, and Sam’s Clubs.  The case will 
now be pursued in different smaller cases, and through personal claims were appropriate.   

y In re Lucent Technologies Securities Litigation, Civ. Action No. 00-621 (JAP) 
(D.N.J.).  A settlement in this massive securities fraud class action was reached in late March 
2003.  The class portion of the settlement amounted to over $500 million in cash, stock and 
warrants and ranked as the second largest securities class action settlement completed as of that 
time.  Cohen Milstein represented one of the co-lead plaintiffs in this action, a private mutual 
fund. 

y Nate Pease, et al. v. Jasper Wyman & Son, Inc., et al., Civil Action No. 00-015 
(Knox County Superior Court, Me.).  In 2004, a state court jury from Maine found three 
blueberry processing companies liable for participating in a four-year price-fixing and non-
solicitation conspiracy that artificially lowered the prices defendants paid to approximately 800 
growers of wild blueberries.  The jury ordered defendants to pay $18.68 million in damages, 
the amount which the growers would have been paid absent the defendants’ conspiracy.  After 
a mandatory trebling of this damage figure under Maine antitrust law, the total amount of the 
verdict for the plaintiffs was just over $56 million.  The firm served as co-lead counsel. 

y In re StarLink Corn Products, Liability Litigation, MDL No. 1403. (N.D. Ill.).  
Cohen Milstein successfully represented U.S. corn farmers in a national class action against 
Aventis CropScience USA Holding and Garst Seed Company, the manufacturer and primary 
distributor of StarLink corn seeds.  StarLink was a genetically modified corn variety that the 
United States government permitted for sale as animal feed and for industrial purposes, but 
never approved for human consumption.  However, StarLink was found in corn products sold 
in grocery stores across the country and was traced to widespread contamination of the U.S. 
commodity corn supply.  The firm, as co-lead counsel, achieved a final settlement providing 
more than $110 million for U.S. corn farmers, which was approved by the court in April 2003.  
This settlement was the first successful resolution of tort claims brought by farmers against the 
manufacturers of genetically modified seeds. 

y In re Diet Drug Litigation (Fen-Phen), MDL No. 1203 (E.D. Pa.).  As a member of 
the Plaintiffs’ Management Committee and Sub-Class Counsel, Cohen Milstein played a major 
part in the success of the Fen-Phen diet drug litigation and settlement (In re: Diet Drugs 
(Phentermine, Fenfluramine, Dexfenfluramine) Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1203).  
Cohen Milstein and other plaintiffs’ counsel achieved the largest settlement ever obtained in a 
mass tort case -- $3.75 billion -- on behalf of millions of U.S. consumers who used diet drugs 
that are associated with heart valve damage. 
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y Snyder v. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, No. 97/0633 (Sup. Ct. N.Y. 
Onondaga Cty.).  Cohen Milstein served as one of plaintiffs’ principal counsel in this case on 
behalf of persons who held life insurance policies issued by Nationwide through its captive 
agency force.  The action alleged consumer fraud and misrepresentations.  Plaintiffs obtained a 
settlement valued at more than $85 million.  The judge praised the efforts of Cohen Milstein 
and its co-counsel for having done “a very, very good job for all the people.”  He 
complimented “not only the manner” in which the result was arrived at, but also the “time … in 
which it was done.” 

y Oncology & Radiation Associates, P.A. v. Bristol Myers Squibb Co., et al., No. 
1:01CV02313 (D.D.C.). Cohen Milstein has been co-lead counsel in this case since its 
inception in 2001. Plaintiffs alleged that Bristol-Myers Squibb unlawfully monopolized the 
United States market for paclitaxel, a cancer drug discovered and developed by the United 
States government, which Bristol sells under the brand name Taxol.  Bristol’s scheme included 
a conspiracy with American BioScience, Inc., a generic manufacturer, to block generic 
competition. Cohen Milstein’s investigation and prosecution of this litigation on behalf of 
direct purchasers of Taxol led to a settlement of $65,815,000 that was finally approved by U.S. 
District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan on August 14, 2003 and preceded numerous Taxol-related 
litigations brought by the Federal Trade Commission and State Attorneys General offices. 

• Kruman v. Christie’s International PLC, et al., Docket No. 01-7309.  A $40 million 
settlement on behalf of all persons who bought or sold items through Christie’s or Sotheby’s 
auction houses in non-internet actions was approved in this action.  Cohen Milstein served as 
one of three leading counsel on behalf of foreign plaintiffs.  The Court noted that approval of 
the settlement was particularly appropriate, given the significant obstacles that faced plaintiffs 
and plaintiffs’ counsel in the litigation.  The settlement marked the first time that claims on 
behalf of foreign plaintiffs under U.S. antitrust laws were been resolved in a U.S. court, a 
milestone in U.S. antitrust jurisprudence. 

y In re Infant Formula Consumer Antitrust Litigation (multiple state courts).  Cohen 
Milstein instituted price-fixing cases on behalf of indirect-purchasers in 17 states under state 
antitrust laws against three companies that conspired to drive up the price of infant formula.  
The cases resulted in settlements of $64 million for purchasers of infant formula. 

y Domestic Air Transportation Antitrust Litigation (N.D. Ga.).  Plaintiffs alleged a 
conspiracy among major airlines to set prices. In one of the largest consumer class actions ever 
brought to a successful conclusion, Cohen Milstein was one of the lead counsel and obtained a 
settlement of travel discounts and cash totaling $458 million for the class of individuals and 
businesses. 

y In re The Exxon Valdez Litigation, No. A89-095 Civ. (D. Ak.).  The firm was 
selected from dozens of law firms around the country by federal and state judges in Alaska to 
serve as co-lead counsel for plaintiffs in the largest environmental case in United States history 
that resulted in a jury verdict of more than $5 billion (reversed and lowered on appeal).   

y Holocaust Litigation.  In the historic Swiss Banks litigation, Cohen Milstein served, 
pro bono, as co-lead counsel for Holocaust survivors against the Swiss banks that collaborated 
with the Nazi regime during World War II by laundering stolen funds, jewelry and art 
treasures.  Cohen Milstein obtained a $1.25 billion settlement, leading the presiding judge to 
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call the firm’s work “indispensable.”  See In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litig., Case No. CV 
96-4849 (ERK) (MDG) (Memorandum of Chief Judge Korman dated July 26, 2002).  The Firm 
was also a lead counsel in litigation by survivors of World War II-era forced and slave labor in 
litigation against the German companies that profited from using the labor of concentration 
camp inmates.  This litigation, which resulted in an unprecedented settlement of $5.2 billion, 
was resolved by multinational negotiations involving the defendants, plaintiffs’ counsel, and 
the governments of several countries for approximately two million claimants. 

Cohen Milstein has contributed tens of thousands of hours of time to human rights and 
pro bono cases since 1996.  As an example, the Firm represented eight survivors and/or 
families of the victims of the September 11, 2001 attack on the Pentagon before the Federal 
compensation fund.  Cohen Milstein obtained a substantial recovery for each, including the 
highest recovery to date, $6.8 million, for an injured individual.  Our Human Rights Practice 
Group was on the trial team of Wiwa v. Royal Dutch Petroleum Co., in which the parties reached 
a historic settlement in the first case filed against a foreign oil company for complicity in human 
rights abuses under the Alien Tort Statute.  The practice group also was awarded The National 
Law Journal’s 2011 Pro Bono Award for its efforts on behalf of Nepali contract laborers 
injured or killed at U.S. military bases in Iraq and Afghanistan, in which a settlement was 
reached.  This case earned the Firm a Certificate of Appreciation from each of the U.S. 
Ambassador to Nepal and the country’s former Prime Minister.   

y Roberts v. Texaco, Inc., 94-Civ. 2015 (S.D.N.Y.).  Cohen Milstein represented a 
class of African-American employees in this landmark litigation that resulted in the then-largest 
race discrimination settlement in history ($176 million in cash, salary increases and equitable 
relief).  The Court hailed the work of class counsel for, inter alia, “framing an imaginative 
settlement, that may well have important ameliorative impact not only at Texaco but in the 
corporate context as a whole …”. 

y Conanan v. Tanoue, No. 00-CV-3091 (ESH).  Cohen Milstein represented African-
American employees at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in this race 
discrimination suit, which settled for $14 million.  The settlement provides the largest payment 
made in an employment discrimination class action based on race against a federal agency. 

y Trotter v. Perdue Farms, Inc., Case No. 99-893 (RRM) (JJF) (MPT), D. Del.  This 
suit on behalf of hourly workers at Perdue’s chicken processing facilities – which employ 
approximately 15,000 people – forced Perdue to pay employees for time spent “donning and 
doffing,” that is, obtaining, putting on, sanitizing and removing protective equipment that they 
must use both for their own safety and to comply with USDA regulations for the safety of the 
food supply.  The suit alleged that Perdue’s practice of not counting donning and doffing time 
as hours worked violated the Fair Labor Standards Act and state law.  In a separate settlement 
with the Department of Labor, Perdue agreed to change its pay practices.  In addition, Perdue is 
required to issue retroactive credit under one of its retirement plans for “donning and doffing” 
work if the credit would improve employees’ or former employees’ eligibility for pension 
benefits.  Cohen Milstein was co-lead counsel. 

In addition, Cohen Milstein is an innovator in new areas of the law.  Cohen Milstein was in the 
forefront of filing antitrust claims on behalf of indirect purchasers in 1993 and 1994, when it filed 
state-court actions in 18 states on behalf of indirect purchasers of infant formula.  This was the first 
effort to systematically and simultaneously pursue treble damages claims on behalf of indirect-
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purchasing consumers in all states where antitrust laws permitted such claims.  This approach, and 
variations of it, has since become the accepted model for pursuing antitrust damages on behalf of 
indirect-purchasing consumers.   The Firm also has been in the forefront of the development of 
international antitrust theory and litigation of claims.  As the global economy has produced worldwide 
conglomerates, so, too, has the nature of antitrust violations changed.  For example, in Kruman v. 
Christie’s International PLC, et al. Docket No. 01-7309 and In re Bulk Vitamins Antitrust Litigation, 
MDL 1285 (D.D.C.), both the parties and the anticompetitive actions were played out on a world, 
rather than domestic, stage.   

 
Cohen Milstein has also served as lead or co-lead counsel, or on Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee(s), in 
hundreds of antitrust, securities, consumer protection or product liability, civil rights, ERISA and 
human rights class action cases. 
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Awards & Recognition 
 

In 2011, Cohen Milstein was selected to the National Law Journal Plaintiffs’ Hot List. 
 
In 2011, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as a "Visionary" by the National Law Journal.  
 
In 2011, Partner Joseph M. Sellers and the Keepseagle v. Vilsack team were selected as a finalist for 
the Trial Lawyer of the Year Award from the Public Justice Foundation. 

 
In 2011, Cohen Milstein was ranked as a Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm in the 
United States by the Legal 500 for the third year in a row.  

 
In 2011, Partners Steven Toll, Joseph Sellers, and Daniel Sommers were selected as Washington DC 
Super Lawyers.  Partner J. Douglas Richards and Of Counsel Joel Laitman and Christoper Lometti 
were selected as New York - Metro Super Lawyers.  Partner Carol Gilden was selected as an Illinois 
Super Lawyer. 

 
In 2011, Cohen Milstein was a recipient of the National Law Journal’s Pro Bono Award.  The Firm 
was named one of the “six firms that best reflect the pro bono tradition.” 

 
In 2010, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as one of “The Decade’s Most Influential Lawyers” 
by The National Law Journal.  
 
In 2010, Partner Steven J. Toll was named one of Law360’s “Most Admired Attorneys”. 

  
In 2010, Partner Linda Singer was selected as one of “Washington’s Most Influential Women 
Lawyers” by the National Law Journal. 

 
In 2010, Partner Agnieszka M. Fryszman was selected as a finalist for the Trial Lawyer of the Year 
Award from the Public Justice Foundation. 

 
In 2010, Partners Joseph M. Sellers and Agnieszka M. Fryszman were both selected as one of the 
Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America. 

 
In 2010, Cohen Milstein was once again ranked as a Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm 
in the United States by the Legal 500. 

 
In 2010, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Mr. Sellers was 
also selected for this prestigious award in 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
 
In 2010, Partner Steven J. Toll was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Mr. Toll was also 
selected for this prestigious award in 2007 and 2009. 
 
In 2010, Partner Andrew N. Friedman was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer. 
 
In 2010, Partner Carol V. Gilden was selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer.  Ms. Gilden was also 
selected for this prestigious award in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
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In 2009, Partner Steven J. Toll was named a Top Attorney in Corporate Litigation for Securities 
Litigation by Super Lawyers. 
 
In 2009, Partners Joseph M. Sellers and Christine E. Webber were named as Top Washington 
Lawyers by the Washingtonian magazine. 
 
In 2009, Cohen Milstein was recognized as one of the top 50 law offices in Washington D.C. for 
diversity efforts. 
 
In 2009, Cohen Milstein was nominated for the Class Action Law Firm of the Year award by Global 
Pensions magazine for the third year in a row. 
 
Cohen Milstein was ranked as a 2009 Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm in the United 
States by The Legal500.  
 
The 2008 SCAS Report on Total Securities Class Action Settlements ranked Cohen Milstein as a 
top firm for the second year in a row.  
 
In 2008, Managing Partner Steven J. Toll was named one of Lawdragon’s 100 Lawyers You Need to 
Know in Securities Litigation. 
 
In 2008, Steven J. Toll and Joseph M. Sellers were both named as one of Lawdragon’s “500 Leading 
Lawyers in America.” 
 
500 Leading Plaintiffs’ Lawyers in America, Lawdragon, January-February, 2007 
 
Top Antitrust Plaintiffs’ Firm, Competition Law 360, February 2007 
Cohen Milstein ranked Number 1 
 
Joseph M. Sellers was selected by his peers to be included in the 2007 edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America® in the specialty of Civil Rights Law. 
 
Beacon of Justice Award - For Cohen Milstein’s work on the Guantanamo cases, from the National 
Legal Aid and Defender Association, Summer 2007 
 
Fierce Sister Award - For Cohen Milstein’s work on the Comfort Woman case, Summer 2007. 
 
The Plaintiffs’ Hotlist, the National Law Journal, October 2006  
 
Runner up for Matter of the Year, Global Competition Review, February, 2005 
On Empagran matter, praised for ingenuity in how the case was prosecuted 
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Attorney Profiles -- Partners 

Steven J. Toll 

Steven J. Toll joined the Firm in 1979 and has been lead or principal counsel in some of the most 
highly publicized stock fraud cases for over 30 years.  He has been Managing Partner of the Firm since 
1997 and is co-chair of the Securities Fraud/Investor Protection practice group.  Mr. Toll was profiled 
in the February 1996 Washington Business Journal as one of five attorneys that stand out as the 
“cream of the crop” in the Washington D.C. legal community.  Lawdragon named him as one of the 
500 Leading Lawyers in America in 2006-07-08, as well as naming him one of the 100 Lawyers You 
Need to Know in Securities Litigation in 2008.  In 2010, Mr. Toll was named to Law360’s “Most 
Admired Attorneys”. 

In July 2005, Mr. Toll was lead trial counsel in one of the few securities class actions to go to trial 
involving Globalstar, a satellite manufacturer.  Mr. Toll successfully argued the motions before and 
during trial and ultimately achieved a settlement of $20 million shortly before the case was scheduled 
to go to the jury.  In approving the settlement, U.S. District Judge Kevin Castel remarked that Mr. Toll 
and his colleagues had “done a terrific job in presenting the case for the plaintiffs.” 

Some of Mr. Toll’s other notable cases include those against Lucent Technologies, which was settled 
in 2001 for approximately $575 million, at the time, the second largest securities class action 
settlement ever achieved; Converium, where he negotiated a global settlement in the U.S. courts and 
the courts in Amsterdam of $135 million; Southmark Securities Litigation, where he helped achieve a 
settlement of $70 million from the company’s auditors, Drexel Burnham and Michael Milken; and 
Norman v. Salomon Smith Barney, where he negotiated a $50 million settlement on behalf of 
customers of Salomon’s Guided Portfolio Management Program, who alleged that Salomon invested 
their money in companies in order to boost Salomon’s investment banking business. 

Mr. Toll also served as co-lead counsel in one of the most publicized frauds of the 1990s -- Cascade 
International (S.D. Fla.) -- where the mastermind of the fraud, Victor Incendy, is still a fugitive from 
justice.  The case settled on the eve of trial against Raymond James Inc., the only securities class 
action ever successfully litigated against a brokerage firm for its role as a research analyst. 

He was a member of the Firm’s team serving as co-lead counsel in one of the most highly publicized 
fraud cases of this era, the securities fraud class action involving Parmalat, the Italian dairy 
manufacturer; the case was known as Europe’s “Enron,” because of the similarities of the fraudulent 
schemes and the non-existence of billions of dollars of assets that had been recorded on Parmalat’s 
financial statements.  He is also co-lead counsel in a major securities fraud action against the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, who in early 2009 announced the largest loss in British corporate history of over $30 
billion. 

He has written for and spoken at various conferences about securities law and corporate governance 
issues, including, inter alia, The Plaintiffs’ Perspective, Securities Regulation and the New Law, 
National Legal Center for the Public Interest, No. 1, Sept. 1996; The Sarbanes-Oxley Bill Provides No 
Assistance To Investors Seeking To Recover From Corporate Fraud, ABA Annual Meeting, August 
2002; and The Analyst Cases Involving Merrill Lynch, and Its Internet Analyst Henry Blodget, and 
Salomon Smith Barney and Its Telecommunications Analyst Jack Grubman, Mass Torts Made Perfect 
(presented January 2003);  Coming to Terms with Loss Causation after Dura:  A Response to 
Professors Portnoy, Ferrell, and Saha, Journal of Corporation Law (2006). 
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Mr. Toll is an honors graduate of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania (B.S., 
Accounting, cum laude, 1972).  He graduated from Georgetown University Law Center (J.D., 1975) 
where he was Special Project Editor of the Tax Lawyer. 

Lisa M. Mezzetti 
 
Lisa Mezzetti, a Partner at Cohen Milstein, joined the Firm in 1984, and is a member of the Securities 
Fraud/Investor Protection and the Consumer Protection practice groups. 
 
In her securities work, Ms. Mezzetti has represented the corporate plaintiff in a private litigation 
alleging damages from the purchase of a healthcare technology company; in a separate matter, she 
represented 1,900 plaintiffs in a series of 25 federal court suits concerning municipal bonds.  Her 
shareholder class actions include In re VeriSign Securities Litigation (settled for approximately $78 
million); Murphy, Derivatively On Behalf of Nominal Defendant National Health Laboratories Inc. v. 
Perelman (Cal. Super. San Diego Cty.) (global settlement of class and derivative litigations for total of 
$65 million); Flecker v. Hollywood Entertainment Corp. (D. Or.) ($15 million settlement, reached the 
day before trial was to begin); Biben v. Card (W.D. Mo.)(93% of class members’ damages recovered 
in settlement) and, currently, In re Parmalat Securities Litigation (S.D.N.Y.), which litigated one of 
the alleged largest corporate frauds in European history (settlements totaling $90 million).  She also 
has represented parties in securities arbitrations (both as claimant’s counsel or defense counsel for the 
broker) and defended clients in investigations and enforcement actions of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 
 
In consumer cases, Ms. Mezzetti is or was one of the lead counsel in In re Lupron Marketing and Sales 
Practices Litigation (D. Mass.) (brought against pharmaceutical companies on pricing policies and 
methods; combined $150 million settlement); Howard v. Ford Motor Co. (Cal. Sup. Ct.) (order of the 
Court on equitable count required prospective recall of 1.7 million cars; settled immediately before 
scheduled second jury trial); and Fischl v. Direct Merchants Credit Card Bank, N.A. (Henn. Cnty. 
Minn.) (brought by credit card consumers, alleging improper charges and payment processes; 
settlement included credits for overpayments and changes in business practices).   
 
In other subject areas, she was on the Firm’s co-lead counsel team in the subprime mortgage-related 
action, In re Merrill Lynch ERISA Litigation (S.D.N.Y.), concerning the prudence of investment in 
Merrill Lynch’s stock; a $75 million settlement was reached.    She is now working on Madoff-related 
securities and ERISA cases.  She litigated one of the first class actions filed under the federal Family 
and Medical Leave Act. 
 
Ms. Mezzetti is a public arbitrator for FINRA (the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority), hearing 
disputes between customers and brokers.  She regularly speaks at legal education seminars and has 
been quoted in the media on issues concerning both consumer law and securities class actions.  On 
securities issues, she has spoken on the Dodd-Frank statute’s effects on and benefits for institutional 
investors; qui tam cases’ benefits and processes; and class settlement issues and ethical concerns.  She 
also speaks on corporate governance issues at conferences of institutional investors; her most recent 
article is Corporate Governance and the Impact of Controlling Shareholders, Corporate Governance 
Advisory, Vol. 18, No. 1 (Jan-Feb. 2010) (with D. Schlimm and B. Sharfman).  On consumer issues, 
Ms. Mezzetti has been a panelist at the Federal Trade Commission’s Workshop on Consumer Class 
Actions and at an annual conference of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America on unfair trade 
practices and deceptive trade practices statutes.  The transcript of the FTC workshop, and her related 
article, The Coupon Can Be the Ticket: The Use of “Coupon” and Other Non-Monetary Redress in 



 - 10 - 

Class Action Settlements (co-authored with Whitney Case) are published at 18.4 Geo. J. Legal Ethics 
1431 (2005). 
 
For 2011, Ms. Mezzetti is Chair of the National Association of State Treasurers’ Corporate Affiliate 
Board.  She is a member of the Board of Directors or Leadership Committee of two businesswomen’s 
alliances: The Financial Women’s Association (based in New York City) and The International 
Alliance for Women (comprised of women’s business networks in over 25 countries).  Both 
organizations connect and educate students and women on financial and business issues, and run 
substantial and successful microfinance programs to provide financial support for women in third-
world countries and impoverished areas.   
 
Ms. Mezzetti graduated from the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America in 1980, 
where she served as a Vice-Chancellor of the Moot Court Board.  In 1986, she received a Master of 
Laws degree, with a specialty in Securities Regulation, from Georgetown University Law Center.  Her 
bachelor’s degree was awarded by Stonehill College (B.A, English., magna cum laude, 1977). 
 
Daniel S. Sommers 

Daniel Sommers, a Partner at the Firm, joined Cohen Milstein in 1988.  He is co-chair of the Firm’s 
Securities Fraud/Investor Protection practice group.   

During his career at Cohen Milstein, Mr. Sommers served as lead or co-lead counsel or otherwise 
played a significant role in numerous securities fraud class actions in federal courts throughout the 
United States. Many of those cases resulted in multi-million dollar recoveries for individual and 
institutional investors.  For example, these cases include:  Steiner v. Southmark Corporation (N.D. 
Tex.) (over $70 million recovery); In re PictureTel Inc. Securities Litigation (D. Mass.) ($12 million 
recovery); In re Physician Corporation of America Securities Litigation (S.D. Fla.) ($10.2 million 
recovery); In re Gilat Satellite Securities Litigation (E.D.N.Y.) ($20 million recovery); In re Pozen 
Inc. Securities Litigation (M.D.N.C.) ($11.2 million recovery); In re Montoya v. Mamma.com ($3.25 
million recovery); In re Nextel Communications Securities Litigation (D.N.J.) (up to $27 million 
recovery); In re PSINet Inc. Securities Litigation (E.D. Va.) ($17.8 million recovery); In re Cascade 
International Inc. Securities Litigation, (S.D. Fla.) (global recovery of approximately $10 million); and 
In re ECI Telecom Securities Ltd. Litigation (E.D. Va.) ($21.75 million recovery).  He currently is 
actively involved in the prosecution of the In re Fannie Mae Securities Litigation (D.D.C).  
 
Mr. Sommers is also experienced in non-class action litigation. He represented TBG Inc., a multi-
billion dollar privately-held overseas corporation, in a multi-party, complex action alleging fraud in a 
corporate acquisition and represented individuals in connection with investigations brought by the 
United States Securities and Exchange Commission.  He also has represented publicly-traded 
corporations in the prosecution and defense of claims.  Mr. Sommers has litigated cases covering a 
wide-range of industries including the financial services, computer software, pharmaceutical, 
insurance, real estate and telecommunications industries among others. He also has substantial 
experience in cases presenting complex accounting and auditing issues. 

Mr. Sommers is a frequent commentator on the federal securities laws and corporate governance issues 
and addresses institutional investor groups and others on these topics as illustrated below: 
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• Guest panelist on “It’s Your Business,” a nationally syndicated television program, where he 
spoke on investor lawsuits.   

• Panelist at the George Washington University Law School, where he spoke on the practice of 
law from the plaintiff’s perspective.      

• Addressed the California State Association of County Retirement Systems, to whom he spoke 
on corporate governance and fiduciary duties and liabilities.    

• Spoke at a District of Columbia Bar Association program in 2005 where he addressed 
“Attorney Liability in the Post-Enron, Post Sarbanes-Oxley Era.”    

• Panelist at a 2006 presentation to Illinois-based institutional investors on the topic of “The 
Growing Emphasis on Fiduciary Responsibility:  Implications For Illinois Pension Funds and 
the Emergence of Guiding Principles.”      

• Addressed the Professional Liability Underwriting Society in 2007 on the topic of “Global 
Companies, Global Risk: Exposure Arising Outside the U.S.”    

• Panelist at a 2008 District of Columbia Bar Association Program where he addressed 
“Developing Pleading Standards in Securities Cases.” 

• Spoke at a 2008 IQPC Forum on Subprime and Structured Finance Litigation on the topic of 
“Understanding the Plaintiff’s View in the Subprime Crisis.” 

• Panelist at District of Columbia Bar Association Program in 2009 on “Public and Private 
Perspectives on the Enforcement of the Federal Securities Laws in our Global Markets.” 

In 2007, Mr. Sommers was appointed to serve as the chairman of the Investor Rights Committee of the 
Corporation, Finance and Securities Law Section of the District of Columbia Bar.  In addition, he is a 
member of the Securities Litigation Committee of the American Bar Association and is a member of 
the National Association of Public Pension Attorneys. 

He is a 1983 graduate of Union College, earning a B.A. in Political Science (magna cum laude), and a 
1986 graduate of the George Washington University Law School.  Mr. Sommers is admitted to 
practice in federal courts including the United States District Courts for the Districts of New Jersey, 
Maryland, Eastern District of Michigan and the District of Columbia as well as the United States 
Courts of Appeals for the District of Columbia, Fourth, Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Circuits.  Mr. 
Sommers is also admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Avi Garbow 

Avi Garbow was a Partner at the Firm and joined Cohen Milstein in 2005.  He was a member of the 
Securities Litigation practice group and Co-Chair of the International Human Rights practice group.  

In the securities field, Mr. Garbow focused his practice on representing both domestic and international 
investors.  Mr. Garbow was involved in several major securities fraud actions, including the Parmalat 
case and In re Converium Holding AG Securities Litigation (S.D.N.Y.).  He also provided counsel to 
the independent fiduciary of the Enron employees stock ownership plans in connection with the Enron 
federal securities class action.     

Prior to joining the Firm, Mr. Garbow was a Junior Partner at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr 
in their Securities and Litigation Departments, where he focused on complex civil and criminal 
litigation, with an emphasis on internal investigations and financial fraud matters.  Mr. Garbow also 
served over ten years in government as a federal prosecutor in the Justice Department's Environmental 
Crimes Section, a Special Assistant United States Attorney, and a Special Assistant to the Assistant 



 - 12 - 

Administrator for Enforcement at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Mr. Garbow has also 
served as an instructor at the Justice Department's National Advocacy Center.  He received special 
commendations from both the Department of Justice and the Environmental Protection Agency for his 
trial work.  He left the Firm to return to the Environmental Protection Agency.   

Mr. Garbow served as Co- Chair of the American Bar Association's International Human Rights 
Committee.   He worked on behalf of  the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights,  and 
serves on the Board of Directors for International Rights Advocates (an international human rights 
organization) and Urban Ecology Institute (an environmental, and community development 
organization). 

He is a graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law (J.D., 1992) (where he was the recipient 
of the Robert F. Kennedy Award for Public Service), the University of Virginia Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences (M.A. in Marine Affairs, 1994), and the University of Michigan (B.A., magna cum 
laude, 1988).  He is also a former firefighter. 

Joshua S. Devore 

Joshua Devore, a Partner at the Firm, joined Cohen Milstein in 2000 as a member of the Securities 
Fraud/Investor Protection practice group. 

He is currently working on several securities fraud class actions, and has been heavily involved in 
litigation regarding Wall Street research analysts.  He has actively participated in a number of cases 
that resulted in substantial recoveries for investors, including In re Lucent Technologies, Inc. Securities 
Litigation (settlement of approximately $575 million); In re Merrill Lynch Research Reports Securities 
Litigation (settlement of $125 million); In re VeriSign Corp. Securities Litigation (settlement of $78 
million); and Norman v. Salomon Smith Barney (settlement of $51 million on behalf of Guided 
Portfolio Management Account holders).  

Mr. Devore has been the primary author of numerous briefs addressing complex and novel issues of 
the federal securities laws, leading to notable reported decisions such as In re Parmalat Securities 
Litigation, 376 F. Supp. 2d 472 (S.D.N.Y. 2003), that affirmed claims of “scheme” liability against a 
corporation’s outside investment banks, and Lentell v. Merrill Lynch & Co., 396 F.3d 161 (2d Cir. 
2005), that reversed a dismissal on statute of limitations grounds and reset the standards for pleading 
loss causation.  He was also a member of the trial team in In re Globalstar Securities Litigation, which 
settled for $20 million during trial after Plaintiffs had fully presented their case. 

Mr. Devore is actively involved in the representation of the firm’s institutional investor clients and 
personally developed and oversees the analysis of the firm’s clients’ investments in securities that may 
have been affected by fraud.  

Mr. Devore graduated from Rice University in 1997 with a B.A. in Chemistry, and obtained his law 
degree from Georgetown University Law Center in 2000. While at Georgetown, Mr. Devore served as 
an Executive Editor of the Georgetown International Environmental Law Review.  Mr. Devore is co-
author of State Court Class Actions: Trends and Issues, in National Institute on Class-Actions, C-1 
(ABA CLE 1999). 
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S. Douglas Bunch  

S. Douglas Bunch, an Associate at the Firm, joined Cohen Milstein in 2006 and is a member of the 
Securities Fraud/Investor Protection practice group.  

Mr. Bunch is currently litigating multiple securities class actions, including cases on behalf of 
investors in funds which served as so-called “feeder funds” for Bernard L. Madoff’s Ponzi scheme; 
class actions on behalf of investors in residential mortgage-backed securities, including Maine State 
Ret. Sys. v. Countrywide Fin. Corp., No. 2:10-CV-00302 MRP (C.D. Cal.); In re Lehman Bros. 
Mortgage-Backed Sec. Litig., No. 08 Civ. 6762 (LAK) (S.D.N.Y.); New Jersey Carpenters Health 
Fund v. Residential Capital, LLC, No. 08 Civ. 8781 (HB) (S.D.N.Y.); New Jersey Carpenters 
Vacation Fund v. Harborview Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-4, No. 08 Civ. 5093 (HB) (S.D.N.Y.); and In 
re Bear Stearns Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates Litig., No. 08 Civ. 8093 (LTS) (S.D.N.Y.); and 
In re Oppenheimer Rochester Funds Group Sec. Litig., No. 09-md-02063-JLK (D. Colo.), a class 
action on behalf of investors in various Oppenheimer mutual funds which alleges defendants’ failure to 
disclose the risks of investing in those funds.  Mr. Bunch was also instrumental in achieving the 
successful appeal and recent settlement, for $90 million, of Rubin v. MF Global Ltd., No. 08 Civ. 2233 
(VM) (S.D.N.Y.). 

Mr. Bunch is a graduate of the William & Mary School of Law (2006), where he was a recipient of the 
Benjamin Rush Medal. A member of Phi Beta Kappa, he graduated summa cum laude from the 
College of William & Mary in 2002 with a Bachelor’s degree in Government and Classical Studies. 
Mr. Bunch is also a 2003 graduate of Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education, from which 
he holds a Master’s degree in Administration, Planning, and Social Policy. At Harvard, he served as an 
intern in the Boston office of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, where he 
worked closely with attorneys to enforce federal laws that protect students from discrimination on the 
basis of race, gender, age, and disability.  

Mr. Bunch is actively involved in several nonprofit endeavors.  He is the Founder and Chairman of 
nonprofit Global Playground, which helps educate countless children worldwide; a member of the 
Board of Directors of Ascanius: The Youth Classics Institute, which promotes the study of Latin and 
the Classics in the elementary school; and a former member of the Board of Directors of the Northeast 
Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, which promotes the study of world languages more 
broadly.  Recently he received an award for service: in 2011, Mr. Bunch was the inaugural recipient of 
William & Mary School of Law’s W. Taylor Reveley Award. 

Matthew B. Kaplan 

Matt Kaplan joined the Firm in 2005 as an Associate in the Securities Fraud Practice Group.  

Mr. Kaplan focuses his practice on litigation on behalf of individual and institutional investors and his 
work in federal securities fraud class actions has allowed investors to recover millions of dollars.  
Among the cases he has worked on are In re Buca Inc. Securities Litigation, In re C.P. Ships Securities 
Litigation, In re Dura Pharmaceuticals Securities Litigation, and In re ProQuest Securities Litigation.  
Mr. Kaplan also represented the plaintiff class in In re LDK Solar Securities Litigation, a case in 
which, despite jurisdictional and practical obstacles created by the fact that the defendant company had 
virtually all of its operations in China, Cohen Milstein negotiated a settlement which required 
defendants and their insurers to pay sixteen million dollars. 
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Mr. Kaplan has represented the plaintiff in Conrad v. Blank, a derivative case in Delaware Chancery 
court which seeks damages from Staples, Inc. executives who the plaintiff alleges were improperly 
awarded backdated stock options.  He also represented investors who seek to recover hundreds of 
millions of dollars that they lost as a result of the 2009 collapse of the multibillion dollar Ponzi scheme 
perpetrated by Minnesota businessman Thomas Petters. 

Mr. Kaplan is also involved in the Firm’s Human Rights Practice Group.  He currently represents 
several detainees at the U.S. Naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in proceedings before U.S. Courts. 

Mr. Kaplan is a graduate of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service (B.S.F.S., with 
honors).  He received his law degree from The George Washington University Law School (J.D., With 
Highest Honors, Order of the Coif). 

Before coming to Cohen Milstein, Mr. Kaplan was a litigation associate with White & Case, LLP.  
Prior to becoming an attorney he was a Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. Department of State and 
was stationed in Venezuela, Colombia, The Bahamas and Nicaragua. 

Joshua Kolsky 

Joshua Kolsky joined Cohen Milstein in 2009 as an Associate and is a member of the Securities 
Fraud/Investor Protection practice group. 

Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Kolsky served as a law clerk to the Honorable Barry G. Silverman of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  He previously practiced at Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher in 
Los Angeles and, immediately following law school, Mr. Kolsky served as a special assignment law 
clerk to the Honorable David O. Carter and the Honorable George H. King of the U.S. District Court 
for the Central District of California. 

Mr. Kolsky graduated from the University of Virginia with a B.S. in Engineering Science (2001) and 
from Columbia Law School (J.D., 2006), where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.  While at 
Columbia, Mr. Kolsky served as the production editor of the Columbia Human Rights Law Review.  
He also interned at the American Civil Liberties Union’s National Legal Department and Public 
Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, and participated in the Morningside Heights Environmental Law Clinic. 
  
Anna K. Ryon-Walthall 

Anna K. Ryon-Walthall joined Cohen Milstein as an Associate in 2008 and was a member of the 
Securities Fraud/Investor Protection and Employee Benefits practice groups. 

Ms. Ryon-Walthall’s work included securities cases against Fannie Mae, Inphonic, and Allied Capital 
and ERISA cases against BellSouth Corp. and AT&T. 

During law school, Ms. Ryon-Walthall worked as a law clerk for Roxanne Conlin & Associates, in 
Des Moines, Iowa, on Comes v. Microsoft, Inc., a class action antitrust suit resulting in a $180 million 
settlement providing unprecedented cash rebates to purchasers of Microsoft products. Ms. Ryon-
Walthall also volunteered during law school at the Legal Hotline for Older Iowans, providing free legal 
advice on consumer law questions. In November 2007, Ms. Ryon-Walthall gave a presentation on 
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exotic mortgages at the National Consumer Law Center’s 16th Annual Consumer Litigation 
Conference, marking the first time a student was invited to give a presentation at that conference. 

Ms. Ryon-Walthall holds a B.A. with honors in French from Grinnell College and an M.A. in French 
literature from the University of Virginia. She earned a J.D. with high honors and a Public Service 
Certificate from Drake University, where she was Note Editor of the Drake Law Review. Ms. Ryon-
Walthall participated in the Iowa Supreme Court Day Moot Court Competition, in which she won the 
Gene M. Blackburn Award for Best Brief and was one of four finalists to argue before the Iowa 
Supreme Court. She was also selected as the 2007-2008 Iowa Supreme Court Scholar, co-authoring a 
scholarly article with Iowa Supreme Court Justice Brent Appel. In 2008, Drake awarded her the 
National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student Award for contributing to the 
advancement of women in society and promoting women's issues in the legal profession. Before 
attending law school, Ms. Ryon-Walthall taught French, Spanish, and English as a Second Language in 
public schools in Virginia, and taught high school English in France.  

 


